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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1959 

Area  of  District  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Rateable  Value  (1.4.’59)  .. 

Estimated  net  product  of  Id.  rate  (1.4. ’59) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1.4. ’59)  .. 

Number  of  Council-owned  houses  (31.1 2.’59) 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  1959 
Population  (Estimated  mid-1 959) 

Number  of  live  births  (1959) 

Live  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population 

Number  of  illegitimate  live  births  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Number  of  stillbirths 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - total 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

- legitimate 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

- illegitimate 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1 ,000 
total  live  births) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 
Number  of  maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 
Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths 

Number  of  deaths  (1959) . . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 


5,907  acres 
£445,716 
£1,715 
12,764 
3,683 

09 

40,020 

569 

14.2 

17 

3% 

12 

20.7 
581 

19 

33.4 

32.7 

58.8 
28.1 

22.9 

43.0 

NIL 

NIL 

471 

11.8 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


Births 

744 

740 

743 

697 

699 

683 

628 

563 

571 

593 

623 

569 


Deaths 

478 

531 

510 

568 

507 

466 

480 

510 

543 

475 

461 

471 
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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Councillors: 

Chairman:  D.  T.  Gullick,  j.p. 
Vice-Chairman:  E.  H.  Parker 


Garndiffaith: 

T.  H.  Tucker 
K.  T.  W.  Coles 
G.  Miles 


Wards: 

Abersychan: 

W.  C.  Chivers 
D.  T.  Gullick 
W.  Higgs 


Snatchwood: 

C.  H.  Newman 
E.  H.  Parker 
R.  K.  Telfer 

Pontypool: 

J.  H.  Evans 
W.  G.  Hillier 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Prosser 
Mrs.  M.  Strickland 

Griffithstown: 

C.  J.  R.  Irving 
R.  E.  Moore 


Wainfelin: 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Hill 
H.  J.  Rosser 
G.  R.  Trim,  j.p 

Pontymoile: 

W.  L.  Jackson,  m.m.,  b.e.m 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Lee,  j.p. 


Sebastopol: 

H.  Bullimore 
J.  L.  Whittington 


New  Inn: 

A.  C.  Jones 
J.  R.  Kilmister 


Council  Meeting— Last  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  6 p.m. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

The  Public  Health  Committee  is  a major  one  comprising  all 
member  of  the  Council. 


Chairman:  Councillor  H.  J.  Rosser 
Public  Health  Committee  Meeting: 
Tuesday  following  the  first  Monday  in  each  month. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of 'Health  . . F.  J.  Hallinan,  m.b.e.  (Mil.), 

M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.  (N.U.I.), 

d.p.h.  (Wales). 

Official  Address:  Library  Buildings,  Pontypool. 

Telephone:  Pontypool  700  (Ext.  40). 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  . . J.  M.  Williams,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Official  Address:  Library  Buildings,  Pontypool. 

Telephone:  Pontypool  700  (Ext.  41). 

District  Public  Health  Inspector  B.  Gilford,  m.r.s.i.,  a.m.i.s.e., 

M.R.I.P.H.  & H. 

District  Public  Health  Inspector  J.  M.  Jones,  Cert,  r.s.i. 
District  Public  Health  Inspector  K.  H.  D.  Wilkins,  a. r.s.i., 

M.R.I.P.H.  & H. 

Clerk  to  the  Department  . . Mrs.  E.  B.  Davies 

All  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  qualified  Inspectors 
of  meat  and  other  foods. 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  District  Inspector  Wilkins 
possess  the  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate. 


OTHER  COUNCIL  OFFICIALS 


Clerk  of  the  Council 
Deputy  Clerk 
Treasurer  and  Accountant 
Engineer  and  Surveyor 

Deputy  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
Architect 

Parks  Superintendent 
Housing  Manager 
Public  Librarian 


H.  Cook  (Solicitor) 

A.  E.  Luffman,  Esq. 

T.  R.  James,  Esq. 

W.  Brown,  a.m.i.mun.e  , 

A.M.I.C.E. 

A.  Schofield,  a.m.i.c.e. 

C.  Dawkes,  l.r.i.b.a. 

W.  R.  Dadge,  f.inst.p.a., 

M.INST.B.C.A. 

J.  H.  Walker,  f.inst.hsg.^ 

M.R.S.H. 

M.  J.  Davies,  Esq. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  PONTYPOOL 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1959. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  for  your  information  my  Annual  Public 
Health  Report  for  the  year  1959  relating  to  matters  of  Public  Health 
in  your  District. 

The  report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  Regulations 
5(3)  and  15(5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations  1959,  and 
as  directed  in  Circular  1/60  (Wales)  dated  8th  January,  1960,  by  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


General  Comment 

The  year  1959  did  not  throw  up  any  problems  from  an  infectious 
disease  aspect  and  the  only  notifications  of  any  number  received 
related  to  measles.  The  notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  one 
less  than  the  previous  year  and  appear  to  be  fluctuating  around  the 
figure  of  above  twenty  notifications  per  year  for  this  district.  There 
was  no  notification  of  any  of  the  enteric  group  of  infections  or  of 
poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 

The  main  emphasis  this  year  has  been  on  getting  a move  on 
with  the  problems  of  slum  clearance  so  that  the  700-800  unfit 
houses  in  the  district  might  be  dealt  with  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
The  main  trouble  has  been  that  the  rate  of  condemnation  (bv 
individual  unfit  procedure)  of  houses  over  some  years  in  this 
district  has  far  outstripped  the  rate  of  building  of  new  houses  for 
slum  clearance.  This  means  that  there  has  for  some  years  always 
been  a back  log  of  occupied  condemned  properties  in  this  district 
varying  in  number  between  100  and  130  at  any  given  time,  which  is 
most  undesirable  and  does  not  encourage  a Public  Health  Depart- 
ment to  proceed  with  any  large-scale  clearance  areas.  However, 
during  1959  some  80  representations  in  respect  of  individual  unfit 
houses  were  made  to  the  Council  and  12  clearance  areas  involving 
102  dwellings.  It  is  intended  to  represent  in  the  region  of  200  unfit 
houses  a year  by  clearance  area  and  individual  unfit  procedure  until 
the  slum  problem  in  this  district  is  finally  wiped  out.  This  cannot 
be  done  unless  immediate  and  energetic  steps  are  taken  to  build  a 
substantial  number  of  houses  for  slum  clearance  as  well  as  general 
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Physical  Features 

The  Pontypool  Urban  District  is  situated  on  the  eastern 
outcrop  of  the  South  Wales  Coalfields  and  occupies  an  area  of 
15,907  acres.  The  mining  areas  in  this  district,  which  comprise 
open-cast  and  deep  coal  mining,  are  away  from  the  centres  of 
population. 

The  altitude  varies  from  1,789  feet  above  sea  level  at  Mynydd 
Varteg  Fawr  in  the  Abersychan  Parish  to  178.7  feet  above  sea  level 
at  the  Sor,  Cwmbwrrwch,  in  the  Panteg  Parish.  The  altitude  at  the 
Town  Hall  is  431  feet  above  sea  level.  The  populated  portion  of  the 
Urban  District  is  mainly  contained  in  a narrow  valley. 

General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


Census  population  1921  - 44,831 

Census  population  1931  - 43,910  (22,723  males  and  21,187  females). 
Census  population  1951  - 42,703  (21,242  males  and  21,461  females). 

Estimated  population  mid  1959  = 40,020. 

The  yearly  estimates  of  the  population  have  shown  a steady 
decline  over  recent  years. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


42,850 

42,460 

42,420  These  estimates  show  a drop  ot 
42,320  2,830  in  population  since  1950. 

42*030 
41,660 
41,280 
40,610 
40,290 
40,020 


The  main  heavy  industries  in  this  district  include  coal  mining, 
the  manufacture  of  steel  sheets,  railway  yards  by-product  plant  and 
glass  making.  The  main  light  industries  include  the  manufacture  of 
nylon  yarn  and  the  making  of  soft  toys. 

An  adequate  rail  and  road  transport  system  serves  the  town. 


Estimated  Population  (mid  1959)  of  adjacent 
Urban  Districts  and  Municipal  Boroughs 


Abergavenny 
Abertillery  . . 
Blaenavon  . . 
Ebbw  Vale 


M.B.  9,030 
U.D.  26,450 
U.D.  9,060 
U.D.  28,230 
Tredegar  . . 


Abercarn  . . 
Bedwellty  . . 
Cwmbran  . . 
Monmouth. . 
U.D.  20,210 


U.D.  18,610 
U.D.  28,070 
U.D.  20,340 
M.B.  5,700 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 


TABLE  I Showing  the  yearly  number  of  live  births,  estimated 
mid-year  population  and  birth  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1952. 


1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Number  of 
live  births 

569 

623 

593 

571 

563 

628 

683 

699 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

40,020 

40,290 

40,610 

41,280 

41,660 

42,030 

42,320 

42,420 

Birth  rate  per 
1,000 

population 

14-2 

15-5 

14-6 

13-8 

13-5 

14-8 

161 

16  5 

There  were  569  births  (293  males  and  276  females)  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1959,  being  a fall  of  54  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  These  569  births  represented  552  legitimate  births  (282  males 
and  270  females)  and  17  illegitimate  births  (1 1 males  and  6 females), 
being  one  less  than  the  previous  year. 

The  natural  increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  for  the  year 
was  98  as  compared  with  162  in  1958,  118  in  1957,  28  in  1956  53 
in  1955,  148  in  1954  and  217  in  1953. 


Stillbirths  assigned  to  the  district  for  the  year  numbered  12 
(5  males  and  7 females)  as  compared  with  17  (7  males  and  10 
females)  for  the  previous  year.  One  of  the  stillbirths  assigned  to  the 
district  for  this  year  was  illegitimate.  The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  the  year  was  0.43  as  compared  with  the  County 
figure  of  0.54. 

It  is  noted  that  again  this  year  no  death  has  been  assigned  to 
pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion  for  this  district  while  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  for  the  County  was  0.52  per  1,000  total  births  (live 


r t Tf  ^ icl  i rat,e  of  4-2  can  be  compared  with  the  national 
rate  ol  16.5  if  the  local  rate  is  first  multiplied  by  1.04,  which  is  the 
comparability  factor  for  this  district  for  births^ 
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TABLE  II  Showing  the  births  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1959  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  the  inward 
transferable  births. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

Births 

January 

15 

38 

53 

February  . . 

17 

9 

26 

- 113 

March 

21 

13 

34 

April 

19 

19 

38 

) 

May 

18 

11 

29 

- 101 

J une 

13 

21 

34 

July 

20 

11 

31 

August 

16 

11 

27 

- 96 

September  . . 

19 

19 

38 

October 

23 

13 

36 

A 

November  . . 

20 

19 

39 

► 104 

December  . . 

16 

13 

29 

Totals 

217 

197 

414 

414 

Inward  transferable 
births 

76 

79 

155 

Grand  Totals 
for  the  year  1959 

293 

276 

569 

Pontypool  Urban  District 
Monmouthshire  Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales 


14-2 

16-9 

16-5 
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TABLE  III 


Showing  the  yearly  number  of  deaths,  estimated 
mid-year  population,  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1952. 


1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Number  of 
deaths 

471 

461 

475 

543 

510 

480 

466 

507 

Estimated 

42,420 

mid-year 

population 

40,020 

40,290 

40,610 

41,280 

41,660 

42,030 

42,320 

Death-rate 

per  1,000 
population 

1 1-8 

11-4 

11-7 

13-2 

12-2 

11-4 

110 

120 

The  deaths  assigned  to  this  district  for  the  year  numbered  471 
(265  males  and  206  females)  which  shows  an  increase  of  10  over  the 
previous  year.  The  crude  death  rate  of  this  district  for  the  year  is 
11.8  as  compared  with  a national  rate  of  11.6  and  a county  rate  of 
11.8. 

Table  V shows  these  deaths  assigned  to  their  various  causes  by 

sex. 

There  were  2 deaths  assigned  to  tuberculosis  for  the  year  but  no 
death  was  assigned  to  any  other  infectious  disease. 


The  cancers  in  their  various  manifestations  caused  81  deaths 
(47  males  and  34  females),  or  17.2%  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year. 
Cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchus  caused  18  deaths  (16  males  and 
2 females),  or  3.8%  of  the  total  deaths.  The  figure  for  this  form  of 
cancer  dropped  by  4 deaths  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  affections  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  caused  248  deaths 
(130  males  and  118  females)  and  represented  52.7%  of  the  total 
deaths  for  the  year. 

No  deaths  were  assigned  to  maternal  causes  during  the  year. 


Motor  vehicle  accidents  caused  7 deaths  (4  males  and  3 females) 
during  the  year  and  all  other  accidents  8 (5  males  and  3 females). 

Suicide  claimed  3 deaths  (2  males  and  1 female)  during  the  year. 

The  respiratory  diseases  claimed  74  deaths  (45  males  and  29 
females),  or  15.7%  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year. 

The  local  crude  death  rate  for  the  year  was  1 1.8  and  if  multi- 
plied by  the  comparability  factor  for  this  district  (1.12)  it  can  be 
compared  with  the  national  rate  of  11.6. 
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TABLE  IV  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1959  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence  together  with  inward  trans- 
ferable deaths. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

deaths 

January 

17 

19 

36 

February  . . 

35 

21 

56 

- 131 

March 

26 

13 

39 

April 

16 

15 

31 

May 

13 

12 

25 

l 79 

June 

13 

10 

23 

July 

18 

15 

33 

August 

16 

11 

27 

t 87 

September 

12 

15 

27 

) 

October 

15 

12 

27 

) 

November  . . 

26 

15 

41 

l 93 

l 

December  . . 

11 

14 

25 

) 

Totals 

218 

172 

390 

390 

Inward  transferable 
deaths  • • • • 

47 

34 

81 

Grand  Total 
for  the  year  1959 

265 

206 

471 

Pontypool  Urban  District 
Monmouthshire  Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales 
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11.8 

11.8 

11.6 


TABLE  V Showing  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  infant  deaths,  births 
and  stillbirths  allocated  to  this  district  for  1959. 


Causes  of  death 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other.  . 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  . . 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  cough  . . 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

8. 

Measles  . . 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 



10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . 

16 

2 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

■ 

y 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

21 

16 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

i 

16. 

Diabetes  . . 

1 

i 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

37 

39 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

51 

25 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

27 

40 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

10 

10 

22. 

Influenza  . . 

4 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis 

33 

15 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

2 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

19 

24 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

3 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . . 

5 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

Total  All  Causes 

265 

206 

Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate 

11 

7 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

Total 

12 

7 

Total  births 

293 

276 

Legitimate 

282 

270 

Illegitimate 

11 

6 

Still  births — Total 

5 

7 

Legitimate 

5 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

Estimated  population  - mid  1959  = 40,020 
(for  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates). 
Comparability  factors  : Births  Deaths 
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TABLE  VI  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1959  in  quinquennial  age  groups  and 
by  sex. 


Age  last  birthday 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0-4 

12 

7 

19 

5-9 

— 

— 

10-14 

— 





15-19 

1 

1 

2 

20-24 

— 

1 

1 

25-29 

— 

1 

1 

30-34 

— 

1 

1 

35-39 

3 

1 

4 

40^44 

8 

4 

12 

45-49 

9 

3 

12 

50-54 

9 

5 

14 

55-59 

21 

10 

31 

60-64 

31 

16 

47 

65-69 

42 

27 

69 

70-74 

43 

30 

73 

75-79 

43 

40 

83 

80-84 

28 

35 

63 

85-89 

12 

16 

28 

90-94 

2 

6 

8 

95  and  over  . . 

1 

2 

3 

All  ages 

265 

206 

471 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  table  that  327  persons  (171 
males  and  156  females)  had  attained  the  age  of  65  years  at  death, 
or  69.4%  of  the  total  of  471  deaths. 

The  age  of  75  years  at  death  was  reached  by  185  persons  (86 
males  and  99  females),  or  39.3%  of  the  total  of  471  deaths. 

The  age  of  80  years  at  death  was  reached  by  102  persons  (43 
males  and  59  females),  or  21.7%  of  the  total  of  471  deaths. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


TABLE  VII  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  infant  deaths,  live 
births,  etc.,  for  this  district  since  1952. 


1 

Year 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Number  of  deaths 
in  infants  under 
1 year 

19 

16 

21 

15 

20 

31 

23 

19 

Number  of  live 
births 

569 

623 

593 

571 

563 

628 

683 

699 

Infant  mortality 
rate 

33-4 

25-7 

35-4 

263 

35-5 

49-3 

33-7 

27-2 

The  infant  deaths  (deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age)  for 
the  district  for  the  year  numbered  19  which  was  an  increase  of  3 over 
the  previous  year  and  compares  favourably  with  the  average 
number  of  infant  deaths  over  the  previous  five  years,  which  was 
something  over  20. 

The  19  infant  deaths  comprised  12  males  and  7 females  and  all 
but  one  male  were  of  legitimate  birth.  Of  these  19  deaths  13  occurred 
before  the  age  of  one  week  was  reached  and  1 6 before  the  age  of  four 
weeks  was  reached. 

Table  VIII  shows  these  infant  deaths  by  cause  and  in  age 
groups.  It  will  be  noted  that  prematurity  at  birth  was  the  main 
cause  of  death  and  claimed  10  lives. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district 
per  1,000  live  births  shows  marked  variation  from  year  to  year  even 
though  the  number  of  infant  deaths  does  not  vary  greatly.  This  is 
mainly  due  to  the  small  numbers  with  which  we  are  dealing  and 
attention  should  therefore  be  directed  to  the  actual  number  of 

deaths  each  year  rather  than  to  the  mortality  rate  per  1 000  live 
births. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  County  was  27.2  while  the 
national  rate  was  22.0. 
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TABLE  VIII  Showing  the  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants  under 
one  year  of  age)  assigned  to  this  district  for  1959,  by 
cause  and  in  age  groups. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total  under! 
1 month  1 

C/3 

-C 

c 

_ o 

T E 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

mouths 

9—12 

months 

Total  deaths! 
under 
1 year  1 

Prematurity 

9 

1 

10 

10 

Broncho  pneumonia 

2 

2 

Congenital  malformation 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



1 

Intra-cranial  haemorrhage 
Bilateral  adrenal 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Men  i ngo-myelocelc 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis-pulmonary  . . 

/ 

1 

1 

All  Causes  . . 

13 

3 

— 

— - 

16 

2 

— 

— 

1 

19 

Of  the  19  infant  deaths  recorded  (12  males  and  7 females)  15 
occurred  in  hospital  and  4 at  home.  Prematurity  was  the  greatest 
single  cause  of  mortality  and  accounted  for  10  deaths  (9  in  hospital 
and  1 at  home),  including  one  pair  of  twins. 

Congenital  malformations  resulted  in  1 death,  a male. 

One  death  was  certified  as  due  to  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and 
meninges. 

TABLE  IX  Showing  the  infant  mortality  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  County  of  Monmouthshire  and  Pontypool 
Urban  District  since  1951. 


England 

Monmouth- 

Pontypool 

Year 

and  Wales 

shire 

U.D. 

1951 

29.7 

43.1 

43.0 

1952 

27.6 

33.9 

27.2 

1953 

26.8 

32.6 

33.7 

1954 

25.4 

39.7 

49.3 

1955 

24.9 

33.9 

35.5 

1956 

23.7 

29.0 

26.3 

1957 

23.1 

31.0 

35.4 

1958 

22.5 

25.8 

25.7 

1959 

22.0 

27.2 

33.4 
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TABLE  X Showing  the  number  of  inquests  during  1959  on 
persons  belonging  to  this  district  and  the  causes  of 
the  deaths. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary  embolism  aggravated  by 
tuberculosis  and  pneumoconiosis  . . 

1 

1 

Accidental  falls  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Colliery  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Road  accident — pedestrian 

2 

1 

3 

Road  accident — passenger 

— 

2 

2 

Road  accident — driver  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Road  accident — motor  cyclist . . 

1 

— 

1 

Suicide  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Cancer  of  lung  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Broncho  pneumonia  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Burns 

1 

1 

2 

Coronary  Thrombosis  . . 

4 

— 

4 

Cancer  of  pancreas — operative  shock 

— 

1 

1 

Broncho  pneumonia  and 
pneumoconiosis 

1 

— 

1 

All  Causes 

18 

8 

26 

Road  accidents  during  the  year  caused  three  pedestrian  deaths 
(female  aged  82  years  and  males  aged  72  and  82  years),  two 
passenger  deaths  (females  aged  80  and  19  years),  motor  cyclist’s 
death  (male  aged  35  years)  and  one  car  driver’s  death  (a  male  aged 
70  years). 

There  were  two  suicidal  deaths  in  males  aged  47  and  70  years 
and  one  suicidal  death  in  a female  aged  42  years. 

There  was  one  fatal  colliery  accident  involving  a male  aged 
38  years. 

Accidental  falls  led  to  three  deaths  (one  male  aged  66  years 
and  two  females  aged  77  and  39  years). 

Accidental  burns  caused  two  deaths  (one  male  aged  83  years 
and  one  female  aged  76  years). 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

The  number  of  notifications  of  notifiable  diseases  received 
from  medical  practitioners  during  the  year  are  shown  in  tables  XII 
and  XVI  and  are  analysed  in  age  and  sex  groups. 

DIPHTHERIA 

There  was  no  notification  of  diphtheria  received  for  the  seventh 
consecutive  year  in  this  district.  However,  the  warning  to  parents 
is  that  a high  level  of  immunisation  of  children  must  still  be  main- 
tained if  this  satisfactory  state  is  to  continue.  A small  number  of 
cases  of  diphtheria  do  still  occur  annually  in  the  country  and  a few 
deaths  are  also  assigned  annually  to  this  disease. 

TABLE  XI  Showing  the  number  of  immunisations  against 
diptheria  done  in  the  Council’s  District  during  1959. 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection 
(as  regards  A)  or  of  reinforc- 
ing injection  (as  regards  B) 


Under 

1 

yr. 

1-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

Total 

A. 

No.  of  children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  primary  immuni- 
sation in  the  Council’s  District 
during  the  year  1959 

37 

266 

48 

351 

B. 

No.  of  children  who  received  a 
secondary  (reinforcing)  injection 
subsequent  to  primary  immuni- 
sation in  the  year  ended 
31.12.’59 

16 


TABLE  XII  Showing  the  notifiable  diseases  notified  in  this  district  during  1959,  analysed  in  age  and  sex  groups 
and  giving  the  admissions  to  hospital.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis).  (Tuberculosis  excluded) 
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Diseas 

Diphtheria 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever  . . 
Whooping  coug 
Puerperal  Pyres 
Ac.  primary  an 
Influenzal  pi 
Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Meningococcal 
Typhoid 
Paratyphoid  . . 
Dysentery 
Ophthalmia  Ne< 
Acute  Encephali 
Poliomyelitis  : 
Paralytic 
Non-para  iy 
Smallpox  . . 

< 

H 

O 

h 

0 

MEASLES 

There  were  92  (51  males  and  41  females)  notifications  of 
measles  during  the  year  as  compared  with  620  (31 1 males  and  309 
females)  during  1958. 

There  was  no  death  assigned  to  this  cause. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

There  were  9 (1  male  and  8 females)  notifications  of  scarlet 
fever  received  during  the  year  as  compared  with  36  (16  males  and  20 
females)  notifications  in  1958. 

There  was  no  death  assigned  to  this  cause. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  were  3 (all  males)  notifications  of  whooping  cough 
received  during  the  year  as  compared  with  63  (34  males  and  29 
females)  for  1958. 

There  was  no  death  assigned  to  this  cause. 

ACUTE  PRIMARY  AND  INFLUENZAL  PNEUMONIA 

There  was  no  notification  received  under  this  heading  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  4 (1  male  and  3 females)  for  1958. 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  was  no  notification  of  food  poisoning  received  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  one  in  1958. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

There  was  no  notification  of  this  condition  received  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  one  case  in  1958. 

ERYSIPELAS 

There  were  4 notifications  of  erysipelas  during  the  year— 

2 males  and  2 females. 

OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

No  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  diphtheria,  puer- 
peral pyrexia,  meningococcal  infection,  typhoid,  paratyphoid, 
dysentery,  acute  encephalitis,  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning,  oph- 
thalmia neonatorum,  acute  primary  and  influenzal  pneumonia  and 
smallpox. 
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TABLE  XIII  Showing  the  number  of  vaccinations  against  small- 
pox carried  out  in  the  district  during  1959. 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under 

1 

yr. 

1 

yr- 

2-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15  + 
yrs. 

Total 

No.  vaccinated 

199 

27 

13 

3 

21 

263 

No.  re-vaccinated 

- 

- 

1 

1 

30 

32 

Total 

199 

27 

14 

4 

51 

295 

TABLE  XIV  Showing  the  number  of  immunisations  against 
whooping  cough  carried  out  in  the  district  during 
the  year  ended  31.12.59. 


Age  at  date  of 
final  injection 

0-4  yrs. 

5—1 4 yrs. 

Total 

Number  of  children  who  have 
completed  a primary  course 
(normally  three  injections)  of 
whooping  cough  vaccine  (singly 
or  in  combination)  in  the 
Authority’s  district  during  the 
year  ended  31.12.59 

368 

2 

370 
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TABLE  XV  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
notified  yearly  since  1946  (corrected  for  diagnosis).  Tuberculosis  excluded. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Chest  Clinic  facilities  for  the  district  continue  to  be 
located  at  the  Park  Buildings,  Pontypool,  which  is  a convenient  and 
central  site  for  such  a service. 

The  Clinic  is  open  on  two  whole  days  each  week  on  Tuesday 
and  Thursday. 

The  notifications  of  pulmonary  cases  of  tuberculosis  for  the 
year  numbered  19  (10  males  and  9 females),  which  was  an  increase 
of  one  male  case  over  the  previous  year. 

The  notifications  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  numbered  2 
(1  male  and  1 female),  which  was  a decrease  of  2 (1  male  and  1 
female)  non-pulmonary  cases  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
There  was  therefore  a decrease  of  one  case  in  the  total  notifications 
for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

In  the  case  of  all  these  notifications  a detailed  environmental 
enquiry  was  made  in  each  case  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
copies  of  the  reports  made  to  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  cordial  liaison  established  between  the  Chest  Physician  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  continues  in  all  aspects  relating  to 
tuberculosis  in  the  area. 


The  Mass  Radiography  Service  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board  did  not  carry  out  any  surveys  at  factories  in  the  area  during 
the  year  although  surveys  had  been  arranged  for  early  in  I960. 

The  static  mass  radiography  unit  continues  to  operate  at 
Commercial  Street,  Newport,  and  can  be  visited  at  the  following 
times. 


Monday  . . 
Tuesday  . . 
Thursday  . . 
Friday 


..  10 — 12  a.m. 
. . 10 — 12  a.m. 
. . 10— 12  a.m. 
. . 10 — 12  a.m. 


and  2—4  p.m. 
and  2 — 4 p.m. 
and  2 — 4 p.m. 
and  2—4  p.m. 


also  5 — 7 p.m. 
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TABLE  XVI  Showing  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and 


the  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  during  1959,  analysed 
in  age  and  sex  groups  and  by  type  of  disease. 
(Corrected  for  diagnosis.) 


Age 
groups 
in  yrs. 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  1 

1 

1—  4 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  44 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—54 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  + 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

10 

9 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

There  was  one  death  of  a male  aged  1 1 months  during  the  year 
which  was  certified  as  due  to  tuberculous  meningitis  and  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

There  was  also  a post-mortem  diagnosis  of  pulmonary  em- 
bolism with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  pneumoconiosis  in  a male 
aged  67  years. 

There  were  no  notifications  received  in  respect  of  these  cases. 

The  above  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  classified  by  the 
Chest  Physician  as  follows:— 

Males  pulmonary: — RB3,  RB2,  (no  classification  was  received 
for  the  other  8 males). 

Males  Non-pul monary: — A3. 

Females  pulmonary: — RA2,  RB2,  RB1,  RB2,  RB3,  RA2,  (no 
classification  was  received  for  the  remaining  three  female  pulmonary 

cases). 


TABLE  XVII  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  remain- 
ing  on  the  register  at  31.12.59. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

143 

17 

105 

12 

277 
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TABLE  XVIII  Showing  the  monthly  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
for  the  year  1959. 


Month  of  year 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

January  . . 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

February 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

March 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

April 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

May 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

June 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

August  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

September 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

October  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

November 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

December 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

10 

9 

1 

1 

21 

The  following  inward  transfers  of  tuberculous  cases  occurred 
during  the  year  and  had  been  notified  previously  in  other  districts. 


Males — pulmonary 
1 


Females — pulmonary 
2 


TABLE  XIX  Showing  the  occupations  at  the  time  of  notification 
of  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  1959. 
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Occupation 

Ma 

lies 

Females 

Total 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Retired 



1 

1 

Miner 

1 

— — 



1 

Factory  Worker  . . 

1 

— 

2 



3 

Student  Nurse 

— 



1 



1 

Ex-Miner.. 

1 



1 

Housewife 

— 



4 

1 

5 

Steel  Worker 

2 



, - 

2 

Ex-Steel  Worker  . . 

1 

— 

- 



1 

Painter 

1 

— 



. 

1 

School  Child 

— 

— 

1 

___ 

1 

Warehouseman  . . 

I 

— - 



■ 

1 

Clerk 

— 

. 

1 

- 

1 

Pre-school 

1 

— 





1 

Linesman  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

10 

1 

9 

1 

21 

The  death  rates  for  tuberculosis  for  1959  were : — 

(Rates  for  1958  in  parentheses) 

(a)  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ...  0.05  per  1.000  pop.  (NIL) 

(b)  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  0.05  per  1,000  pop.  (NIL) 

(c)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis...  NIL  per  1,000  pop.  (NIL) 

Tuberculosis  death  rates  for  England  & Wales — 1959 

The  provisional  death  rate  per  million  population  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1959  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  77,  which 
represents  a further  decrease  in  mortality  from  this  disease. 

For  the  same  period  the  death  rate  for  cancer  of  the  lungs 
and  bronchi  was  464  per  million  (provisional),  which  represents 
a further  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  this  cause. 
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TABLE  XX  Showing  the  new  notifications  of  all  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis as  distributed  to  the  various  wards  in  this 
Urban  District  for  1959. 


Wards 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

GarndifFaith 

4 

4 

Abersychan 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Pontnewynydd  . . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Wainfelin 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pontypool 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Pontymoel 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Griffithstown 

— 

— 

— 

— 



New  Inn 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Sebastopol 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

All  Wards  . . 

10 

9 

1 

1 
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TABLE  XXI  Showing  the  admissions  to  and  discharges  from  institut- 
ions for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  during  1959. 


Institutions 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Sully  Hospital 

1 

5 

1 

5 

Cefn  Mably 

14 

9 

8 

7 

Pontypool  & District  Hospital 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Gian  Ely  Hospital 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Gelligaer  Hospital  . . 

1 

— 

1 

- 

South  Wales  Sanatorium, 
Talgarth 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Total  

20 

14 

14 

13 
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TABLE  XXII  Showing  the  yearly  notifications  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  males  and  females,  and  the 
yearly  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  since  1944.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis) 


fj 


Total  of  yearly 
deaths  from  all 
forms  of 
tuberculosis 

Yearly  deaths  from 
tuberculosis 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Females 

1 1 1 1 I 1 1 

Males 

tN  m tN  — m ~ | to  ~ | | <N  | 

a 

§ 

Females 

£ 

Males 

TtO<NO\'OvO'vOOs>ritN'>t^'-(  | |fN 

Total  yearly 
notifications 
of  pulmonary  & 
non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis 

Yearly  notifications  of 
tuberculosis 

u 

n S 

Females 

00'vOffl^Ofri,tb'<Nfrin'H  | *—<  (N  1 

5 2 
ZB 

0, 

Males 

|fN— < |rs>— 

Pulmonary 

Females 

Males 

t^'O0\^0»-',t^Tt,^^ffl0000000NO 

T-H 

1-i 

3 

>< 

TH6i'0r'00  0\O'- (Nr6^-i6)®MXIO\ 
o\af\oo\ONO\o\OM3\o\o\o\o\o\a\o\ 

HrtrtMHHHHrtWHrtrt'I'-'TH 
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TABLE  XXIII  Showing  the  notification  rates  and  death  rates  for 
tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  mid-year 
population  for  this  district  since  1938. 


Year 

Notification  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Death  rates  per 
1 ,000  population 

i 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1938 

109 

•42 

•52 

•07 

1939 

115 

•49 

•42 

•07 

1940 

•84 

■48 

•58 

•12 

1941 

M3 

•41 

•74 

•05 

1942 

•67 

•36 

•41 

•19 

1943 

•99 

•22 

•49 

•10 

1944 

1-34 

•26 

•55 

•07 

1945 

1 -88 

•19 

•67 

•12 

1946 

•76 

•33 

•48 

•10 

1947 

•93 

•33 

•45 

•05 

1948 

101 

•33 

•50 

•09 

1949 

•73 

•16 

•56 

•05 

1950 

•84 

•12 

•19 

•04 

1951 

•92 

.18 

.26 

.02 

1952 

.90 

.17 

.21 

.09 

1953 

•42 

•12 

•12 

•02 

1954 

■55 

•07 

•12 

NIL 

1955 

•38 

•07 

-06 

NIL 

1956 

•36 

•02 

•12 

•04 

1957 

•32 

•03 

.05 

NIL 

1958 

•45 

•10 

NIL 

NIL 

1959 

•47 

•05 

.05 

NIL 
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HOUSING 

Return  fur  the  year  ending  31/1 2/’5? 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (old  clearance 

areas)  ...  14 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (not  in 

clearance  areas)  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  section  17  (1)  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957 10 

(c)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  3 


(d)  Unfit  houses  closed  under  section  17  (1)  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  


60 


(e)  Housing  Repairs  : 


(i) 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
informal  notice  

after 

33 

00 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts 

after 

63 

(iii) 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
formal  notice  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ... 

NIL 

General  Housing  Information 

1.  Number  of  post-war  council  houses  completed  by 

31/1 2/’59  2,200 

2.  Number  of  council  houses  completed  during  1959  ...  82 

3.  Number  of  houses  completed  during  1959  by  private 

enterprise  21 

4.  Number  of  council  houses  under  construction  at 

3iyi2/’59  144 

5.  Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  private  enter- 

prise at  31/12/’59  ...  21 

6.  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  at 

31/12/’59  3,683 


28 


7. 


Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  represented  to  the 
Council  during  the  year  1959  ...  ...  


80 


8.  Number  of  closing  or  demolition  orders  (as  appropriate) 

made  on  these  80  representations  by  31/12/’59  ...  67 

9.  Number  of  clearance  areas  represented  to  the  Council 

during  1959  ...  ...  12 

10.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  these  12  clearance 

areas  102 


1 1.  Number  of  applications  received  for  certificates  of  dis- 

repair under  the  Rents  Act,  1957,  during  1959  ...  14 

12.  Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  during  1959  4 

13.  Number  of  condemned  properties  in  the  district  still 

occupied  at  31/1 2/’59 100 


Housing  Act,  1949 

Improvement  grants  under  the  above  Act 

(a)  Number  of  improvement  grants  made  during  1959  ...  52 

(b)  Total  number  of  improvement  grants  1949-59  in- 

clusive   256 

(c)  Amount  of  improvement  grants  during  1959  ...£8,015 

(d)  Total  amount  of  improvement  grants  1949-59  in- 

clusive  £41,862 

Improvement  loans  under  the  above  Act 

(a)  Number  of  improvement  loans  made  during  1959  ...  NIL 

(b)  Total  number  of  improvement  loans  made  during 

1949-59  inclusive  ...  ...  ...  & j| 

(c)  Amount  of  improvement  loans  made  during  1959  ...  NIL 

(d)  Total  amount  of  improvement  loans  made  durinc 

1949-59  inclusive  ni  48 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  type  of  factories 
in  the  district  and  the  inspections  carried  out  during  1959  in 
connection  with  the  above  Acts. 

TABLE  XXIV  Showing  the  number  of  factories  and  the  inspec- 
tions thereof  for  1959. 


Number  of 

Occu- 

piers 

Premises 

No.  on  - 
; Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

prose- 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

2 

1 



(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

99 

170 

17 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

6 

6 

• 

Total 

107 

177 

17 

— 
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TABLE  XXV  Showing  the  defects  found  in  factories  and  the  action 
taken  to  remedy  them  during  the  year. 


Particulars 

Number  of  defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Insp. 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Insp. 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l.) 









. 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4.)  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 



(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

15 

6 

— 





(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 





_ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out-work). 

Total 

17 

8 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XXVI  Showing  details  of  out-workers  for  1959  (Sects. 
110  and  111). 


Section  110 

S 

ECTION  1 1 

1 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
by  Sect, 
i 10(1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
Cases 
of 

default 

in 

sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
Prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
in- 
stances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 
(5) 

Notices 

Served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel 
Making  etc.  Clean- 
ing and  washing  . . 

Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

_ 



, 

___ 

— 

— 

Curtains  and  furniture 
hangings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and 
upholstery  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flectro-plate . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fur  pulling  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  Steel 
cables  and  chains  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and  grapnels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  Gear 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and 
keys  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

' 
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TABLE  XXVI  Showing  details  of  out-workers  for  1959  (Sects. 
110  and  111)  continued. 


Nature  of  Work 
(1) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Artificial  flowers 
Nets  other  than  wire 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

nets  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sacks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  & tennis  balls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  Bags 

The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially 

of  paper 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brush  making  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 
Carding  etc.,  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

buttons  etc.  . . 





Stuffed  toys 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making 
Chocolates  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

stockings,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

— 

— 



. 

Lampshades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  action  was  necessary  under  section  47  of  this  Act  during 
the  year  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  any  person  for  the  purposes 
of  securing  necessary  care  and  attention. 

The  relevant  section  is  reproduced  to  indicate  the  class  of 
person  to  which  it  would  apply  if  he  or  she  was  not  willing  to 
enter  a suitable  institution  for  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 
of  his  or  her  own  accord. 

“47  (1)  The  following  provisions  of  this  section  shall  have 
elfect  for  the  purposes  of  securing  the  necessary  care  and  attention 
for  persons  who — 

(a)  are  suffering  from  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm 
or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary  condi- 
tions, and 

(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention.” 

Superannuation  Act,  1937-1953 

During  the  year  28  medical  examinations  of  Council  employees 
in  connection  with  the  above  Act  were  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


Staff  and  Accommodation 

The  department  has  completed  a year  in  the  Library  Build- 
ings and  the  accommodation,  although  being  a vast  improvement 
on  that  previously  occupied  in  the  Market  Buildings,  is  still  rather 
cramped  in  certain  aspects. 

The  help  given  to  me  during  the  year  by  all  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  is  much  appreciated,  as  is  the  co- 
operation of  all  other  Departments  of  the  Authority.  I would 
especially  mention  Mr.  J.  M.  Williams,  Senior  Public  Health  In- 
spector, whose  enthusiasm  in  his  work  is  exceptional  and  unflagging. 

1 congratulate  Mr.  K.  H.  D.  Wilkins,  a District  Inspector,  who 
was  successful  in  gaining  the  smoke  inspector’s  certificate  during 
the  year. 

I wish  Mr.  D.  Thomas,  a student  inspector  in  the  Depart- 
ment, all  success  in  his  approaching  examination  for  the  public 
health  inspector’s  certificate. 
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PUBLIC  ANALYST’S  REPORT 


I am  indebted  to  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  m.b.e.,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c..  Public 
Analyst  to  the  Council,  for  the  following  report  on  the  work  carried 
out  by  him  on  behalf  of  this  Authority  during  the  year  ended 
31/12/’59. 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
1959.  The  work  performed  is  described  under  similar  headings  to 
those  previously  used  for  the  sake  of  uniformity. 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955 

During  the  year  a total  of  136  samples  were  examined  of 
which  110  were  informal  trial  samples,  the  balance  of  26  being 
formal  samples. 

Adulterated  Samples. 

No  adulterated  samples  were  received  during  the  year.  This 
result  is  particularly  favourable  and  requires  special  mention  as 
it  is  the  first  time  this  has  occurred  since  I became  your  Public 
Analyst.  It  does  confirm  what  the  continued  vigilance  and  activity 
of  your  Inspectors  has  helped  to  produce  for  it  may  be  possible 
for  other  Local  Authorities  to  equal  this  figure,  yet  none  can  better 
it. 

Milk 

The  samples  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  Public 
and  none  were  adulterated.  The  average  composition  was  satis- 
factory being  : 

FAT  3.36%,  SOLIDS  NOT  FAT  8.66%,  TOTAL  SOLIDS 

12.02%. 

This  shows  a slight  falling  off  in  quality  compared  with  1958 
but  the  average  has  been  affected  by  one  sample  of  milk  being 
20%  fat  deficient  which  a subsequent  “ Appeal  to  Cow  ” sample 
confirmed  as  being  genuine. 

The  remaining  samples  covering  a wide  variety  of  foods  and 
drugs  have  been  classified  as  follows,  for  the  sake  of  brevity  : — 

Dairy  Products  including  Ice  Cream  & Ice  Lollies 

17  samples  of  butter,  cream,  lard,  ice  cream  were  all  satis- 
factory. 

Meat  & Fish  Products  and  Pastes 

21  samples  of  Meat  and  Fish  products  and  pastes  were  re- 
ceived and  all  were  genuine. 
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Wines,  Spirits  & Beverage  Preparations 

10  samples  of  spirits,  tea,  coffee  extract,  etc.,  were  received 
and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Cereal  & Farinaceous  Products 

7 samples  of  custard  powders,  cake  mixtures  and  confectionery 
were  submitted  and  proved  genuine. 

Jams,  Table  Jellies  & Dried  Fruits 

7 samples  of  this  class  of  product  were  examined  and  all 
conformed  with  the  various  standards  of  purity,  etc.,  and  absence 
of  insect  infestation. 

Spices,  Sauces  & Vinegar 

6 samples  of  spices,  condiments,  sauces  and  vinegars  were 
received  during  the  year  and  all  were  of  good  quality. 

Sweets 

31  samples  of  sweets  were  examined  and  found  to  be  fit  for 
human  consumption. 

Drugs 

5 samples  of  drugs  were  submitted  and  all  conformed  with 
the  declarations  on  the  label  or  with  the  requirements  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Miscellaneous 

21  samples  of  unclassified  foods  including  lemons,  sandwich 
spreads,  desiccated  coconut,  stuffings  were  received  and  conformed 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Water  Examination 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  regularly  made 
on  the  sources  of  water  supplied  to  the  Urban  District,  and  a satis- 
factory standard  of  purity  is  maintained.  During  the  year,  about 
250  samples  were  examined  from  all  sources  in  the  district,  being 
submitted  by  both  the  Urban  District  and  the  Water  Undertaking. 

Sewage  Disposal 

From  time  to  time  samples  of  effluent  are  received  from  the 
Ponthir  treatment  plant  of  the  Eastern  Valley  Joint  Sewerage  Board 
and  the  results  are  good,  the  recommended  standard  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal  being  maintained. 

Atmosphere  Pollution 

Regular  measurements  have  been  made  during  the  year  at 
various  stations  in  the  District,  the  results  of  which  are  summarised 
in  Tables  I & II.  As  would  be  expected,  the  pollution  drops  off 
considerably  in  the  summer  months  and  the  figures  do  bring  point 
to  the  fact  that  most  pollution  is  domestic  in  origin. 
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The  rainfall  over  the  year  did  not  differ  much  from  the 
average  for  previous  years,  but  after  dry  periods,  showers  o 
tropical  intensity  followed  and  brought  down  considerable  weights 
of  matter  suspended  in  the  air  and  which  has  produced  unexpec- 
tedly high  results. 

This  is  the  first  complete  year  the  gauges  have  been  in  opera- 
tion, and  it  is  expected  that  when  results  are  available  over  a num- 
ber of  years,  a useful  pattern  will  be  available  for  interpretation 
and  advice  as  to  sources  of  pollution  other  than  domestic. 


TABLE  No.  I 

Mgms.  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected  per  day 

Monmouth  Crescent  Panteg  House  Pontypool  Park 


January 

1.26 

1.41 

0.67 

February 

1.26 

1.82 

0.76 

March 

0.77 

0.79 

0.60 

April 

0.91 

0.95 

0.56 

May 

0.57 

0.64 

0.19 

June 

0.39 

0.40 

0.23 

July 

0.41 

0.50 

0.23 

August 

0.38 

0.51 

0.22 

September 

0.31 

0.76 

0.24 

October 

0.67 

0.65 

0.31 

November 

0.70 

0.83 

0.52 

December 

... 

0.96 

0.89 

0.68 

TABLE  No.  II 

Total  deposit  in  tons 

per  square  mile  per 

month 

Overflow 

Brit.  Legion 

Monmouth  Panteg 

Pontypool 

Tank  Pont- 

Club  Pont- 

Crescent  House 

Park 

newynydd 

newynydd 

Ins. 

De-  Ins. 

De- 

Ins. 

De- 

Ins. 

De- 

Ins. 

De- 

Rain posit  Rain  posit 

Rain  posit 

Rain  posit 

Rain 

posit 

January 

. 6.23 

8.66  6.34 

18.54 

6.66 

19.09 

6.11 

17.31 

— 

— 

February 

. 0.35 

5.07  0.35 

7.77 

0.43 

5.44 

0.35 

24.15 

— 

— 

March 

. 4.69 

10.00  4.69 

13.60 

5.44 

11.30 

4.65 

22.75 

— 

— 

April 

. 4.57 

10.20  4.53 

10.97 

5.91 

12.59 

4.89 

19.30 

— 

— 

May 

. 2.17 

9.40  2.40 

13.17 

2.25 

8.35 

2.17 

14.97 

— 

— 

June 

. 1.77 

10.87  2.29 

8.11 

1.62 

8.46 

1.10 

11.55 

— 

— 

July 

. 5.52 

49.50  5.87 

12.47 

5.48 

13.43 

5.48 

15.80 

— 

— 

August 

. 1.77 

8.89  1.54 

6.77 

1.69 

6.68 

1.69 

8.84 

— 

— 

September  . 

. 0.12 

6.47  0.16 

5.84 

0.20 

6.31 

0.12 

7.16 

— 

— 

October 

. 3.23 

14.43  3.74 

20.24 

4.53 

12.92 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November 

..  6.62 

16.71  6.34 

23.61 

7.01 

17.12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

December 

..  10.32 

28.90  11.82 

35.75 

12.41 

30.54 

— 

. — 

1 3.75 

57.89 
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Radioactivity 


Samples  of  rain  water  have  continued  to  be  monitored  for 
radioactivity,  the  results  of  this  show  there  is  no  cause  for  alarm 
although  it  is  advisable  to  continue  the  examinations  in  order  to 
be  aware  of  any  change  which  may  occur. 


It  is  hoped  that  enough  results  will  be  available  by  the  time 
next  year’s  report  is  prepared  to  tabulate  and  graph  all  of  the 
figures.  Also  it  is  necessary  to  have  agreement  on  the  methods  of 
expressing  results  for  this  work,  which  is  at  present  lacking. 

I should  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Officer  and  their  staffs 
for  much  valuable  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


WATER  SUPPLIES— 1959 

I am  indebted  to  H.  D.  Linton,  Esq.,  a.m.  inst.  w.e.,  a.m. 
inst.  c.e..  Water  Engineer  to  the  Pontypool  and  District  Water 
Company,  who  are  the  Statutory  Water  Undertakers  for  this  Urban 
District,  for  the  following  report  for  1959. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  during  1959  was 
748,980,000  gallons  equal  to  an  average  daily  quantity  of  2,052,000 
gallons.  This  was  a reduction  of  28,149,000  on  the  1958  figure. 

In  spite  of  the  severe  drought  experienced  during  the  year 
it  was  found  possible  to  give  a full  supply  to  all  consumers. 

All  the  Company’s  filtration  and  treatment  stations  were 
operative  during  the  year  and  a high  quality  of  distributed  water 
was  maintained.  The  average  chlorine  dose  was  1.0  p.p.m. 

253  bacteriological  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  m.b.e.,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c.,  and  488  bacterio- 
logical samples  and  22  chemical  samples  were  analysed  by  the 
Company’s  own  staff  chemist.  In  addition,  1,800  routine  chlorine 
residual  and  pH  tests  were  made  by  the  Company’s  chemist 
throughout  the  district.  In  all,  2,563  samples  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year..  Regular  daily  chlorine  residual  tests  were  also  taken  by 
the  operatives  at  all  the  treatment  stations. 

Water  softening  at  the  Glyn  Pits  was  carried  out  for  9 months 
of  the  year,  during  which  nearly  103,000,000  gallons  of  water  were 
dealt  with  satisfactorily  from  this  source. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


I am  indebted  to  J.  M.  Williams,  Esq.,  m.a.p.h.i..  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Pontypool  Urban  District  Council, 
for  the  following  report  for  1959 — 

Water  Supplies 


During  the  year  under  review,  97  samples  of  water  were  taken 
by  the  local  authority,  96  of  which  were  satisfactory.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  results  over  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

Satisfactory  for 
Chlorinated  Supply 

Unsatisfactory  for 
Chlorinated  Supply 

Total  No. 
of  Samples 

1950 

50 

10 

60 

1951 

91 

10 

101 

1952 

70 

7 

77 

1953 

81 

3 

84 

1954 

85 

— 

85 

1955 

81 

1 

82 

1956 

89 

1 

90 

1957 

85 

1 

86 

1958 

89 

1 

90 

1959 

96 

1 

97 

It  can  safely  be  said  that  those  parts  of  your  area  served  with 
mains  supply  have  a satisfactory  water  service  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

Sewage  Disposal 

The  area  continued  to  be  served  by  the  trunk  sewer  and  the 
Ponthir  Disposal  Works,  and  the  flow  continued  at  the  rate  of  3 — 4 
million  gallons  per  day  and  was  satisfactorily  treated. 

The  year  did  not  see  any  major  improvement  towards  the 
final  goal  of  completely  ridding  the  rivers  and  streams  of  sewage 
pollution,  but  the  task  of  inspection  and  collection  of  facts  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  continued.  Reports  were  made  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  made 
specific  estimates  for  certain  works  to  be  carried  out  during  1960 
Tt  is  to  be  hoped  therefore  that  a start  may  soon  be  made  for  the 
removal  of  these  nuisances. 
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Swimming  Baths 


9 


The  area  is  served  by  two  open  swimming  baths,  one  sited  at 
Pontnewynydd  and  the  other  at  Griffithstown.  The  water  for  the 
former  is  from  an  untreated  spring  and  supported  when  necessary 
by  the  mains  supply.  At  the  Griffithstown  bath  all  the  water  is  from 
the  mains. 

Both  baths  have  rapid  filters  and  chlorination  plants  but  once 
again,  during  the  peak  periods,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  ex- 
perienced some  difficulties  with  the  filtering  equipment. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  persons  attending  the  baths 
during  the  period  under  review: 


No.  of 
Adults 

No.  of  Children 

Bath 

Privately 

Thro’ 

Schools 

Total 

Pontnewynydd 

6,364 

30,431 

5,242 

42,037 

Griffithstown 

5,911 

30,282 

7,800 

43,993 

12,275 

60,713 

13,042 

86,030 

The  water  in  both  baths  was  regularly  spot  checked  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  for  Chlorine  Content  and  of  the  11 
samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  9 proved 
satisfactory  and  2 slightly  contaminated. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

Our  routine  observations  at  the  various  sites  throughout  the 
district  have  been  continued  and  the  figures  of  deposited  matter  as 
obtained  by  Messrs.  Pilkington  (South  Wales)  Ltd.,  have  once  again 
been  made  available  to  the  Council.  In  the  latter  half  of  the  period, 
an  apparatus  was  installed  in  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the 
volumetric  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke  in  the 
atmosphere  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  At  the  time  of  compiling  this 
report  it  was  too  soon  to  pass  any  views  on  the  results,  but  an 
aggregation  of  evidence  is  being  painstakingly  accumulated  and 
will  in  due  course  be  more  critically  analysed. 
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With  regard  to  the  rainwater  deposit  gauges  and  the  lead 
peroxide  candles,  the  results  in  general  correspond  with  our 
expectations  and  are  of  the  following  order. 


Site 

Year  Ending 
December,  1959 
Average  Monthly 
Deposited  Matter 
In  Tons/Sq.Mile 

Year  Ending 
December,  1959 
Average  Monthly 
S02/Day  in 
Milligrammes 
Collected  by 
100  Sq/Cms:Pb02 

Pilkingtons  No.  1 

13.39 

— 

Pilkingtons  No.  2 

17.16 

— 

New  Inn  . . 

14.92 

0.72 

Griffithstown 

14.82 

0.85 

Pontypool 

12.69 

0.43 

Pontnewynydd  . . 

19.97 

— 

Average  . . 

15.49 

0.66 

These  results  would  appear  to  be  in  line  with  figures  from  other 
similar  areas.  There  is  room  for  eventual  improvement  and  the 
figures  should  not,  in  my  opinion,  lead  to  any  feelings  of  com- 
placency. The  present  must  be  regarded  as  a period  of  fact  collecting, 
with  the  aim  in  mind,  in  the  not  too  distant  future,  of  the  formation 
of  Smoke  Control  Areas,  with  an  all  out  attack  especially  on  the 
old  type  domestic  grate. 


Public  Cleansing 

This  service  continued  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor  and 
provided  a twice  weekly  collection  from  the  kerbside.  The  refuse 
was  disposed  of  at  the  Ruffetts,  Pontnewynydd  and  at  Varteg  but 
at  the  end  of  the  period  under  review  both  these  sites  were  nearly 
finished.  Some  combustible  material  is  disposed  of  at  the  Albion 
Road  incinerator,  Pontypool. 

The  question  of  dustbins  for  each  house  was  still  not  dealt  with 
and  it  was  noted  with  disappointment  that  the  pending  report  of  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  on  the  refuse  disposal  services  was  not 
forthcoming.  As  has  been  said  in  previous  reports,  no  cleansing 
services  can  be  operated  efficiently  or,  in  my  opinion,  cheaply  until 
every  household  is  provided  with  a proper  metal  bin  of  standard 
size.  It  seems  illogical  that  modern  vehicles  should  be  used  for 
collection  of  the  refuse-vehicles,  the  designs  of  which,  are  aimed  at 
the  suppression  of  dust  and  other  nuisances  on  the  various  routes  • 
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vehicles  which  are  expensive  to  purchase;  when  at  the  house  end 
the  refuse  may  be  stored  for  several  days  in  any  sort  of  dilapidated 
uncovered  container  and  be  allowed  to  soil  pavements  and  fore- 
courts to  a considerable  degree  encouraging  the  breeding  of  flies 
and  rats  with  the  inevitable  risk  to  public  health.  It  can  only  again 
be  said  that  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  should  be 
implemented  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  inspectors  and  Rodent 
operatives  made  a total  of  approx.  1,600  visits,  and  the  operatives 
cleared  some  515  infestations  of  rats  and  mice. 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  private  house  or  council-owned 
property,  but  business  premises  are  charged  on  a basis  of  time 
and  materials  used. 


Disinfestation  of  Houses 


The  following  number  of  premises  were  treated  for  the  de- 
struction of  vermin  or  insect  pests : 


11  dwelling  houses 

4 
2 

8 ,,  I, 

5 , , ,, 

8 

1 99  99 


Bugs 

Fleas 

Flies  in  roof  spaces 

Wasps  nests 

Cockroaches 

Ants 

Silverfish 
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Inspection  of  Food  Premises,  Food  Inspections,  etc. 


All  types  of  food  premises  in  the  area  were  regularly  visited 
to  ensure  that  reasonable  standards  of  cleanliness  were  maintained. 
Nevertheless,  in  an  area  such  as  Pontypool,  with  its  large  numbers 
of  old  substandard  dwelling  houses,  there  is  a tendency  still  towards 
an  excess  of  Housing  Act  work.  Efforts  were  made  during  the 
period  under  review,  however,  to  maintain  a more  balanced  pro- 
gramme of  work,  and  while  there  is  still  room  for  much  improve- 
ment, the  essential  work  of  routine  visits,  the  odd  detailed  inspec- 
tion, and  of  regular  sampling  of  foodstuffs  continued. 


The  sampling  for  the  year  was  satisfactory.  It  must  be 
emphasised  that  the  Authority’s  powers  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1955  prove  advantageous  to  the  district  since  it  enables  a real 
local  supervision  to  be  maintained  over  an  important  branch  of 
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public  health  work.  The  sampling  is  carried  out  in  the  highways 
in  course  of  delivery,  in  the  shops,  in  the  dairies,  in  canteens  and 
at  other  food  premises,  and  always  with  the  element  of  surprise, 
which  is  essential.  As  far  as  possible,  priority  is  given  to  the 
sampling  of  products  likely  to  be  below  standard  or  adulterated 
and  also  to  ensure  ourselves  that  the  commodities  on  sale  arc 
genuine.  The  sampling  officer  concerns  himself  also  with  the  word- 
ing of  labels,  together  with  advertisements  displayed  in  local  news- 
papers, keeping  a watchful  eye  for  the  over-enthusiastic  wording 
of  possible  claims. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  samples  taken : 

Milk 

In  the  area  during  the  year  the  Council  issued 
licences  under  the  Special  Designation  Regulations : 

Pasteurizer’s  licence 

Licence  to  use  designation  “Pasteurized” 

„ „ „ “Sterilized” 

„ „ „ „ “Tuberculin  Tested ” ... 

the  following 
1 

20 

19 

8 

(a)  Sampled  for  Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Pasteurized  milk  

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurized)  milk 
Sterilized  milk  

105 

43 

44 

TOTAL 

192 

Two  of  the  pasteurized  milk  samples  failed  the  methylene 
blue  test  during  the  exceedingly  hot  weather  of  July,  but  the  check 
samples  taken  immediately  afterwards  proved  satisfactory. 

In  November,  two  samples  failed  to  satisfy  the  Phosphatase 
test  and  investigation  at  the  pasteurizing  plant  showed  a slight  dis- 
crepancy between  the  temperature  on  the  recorder  and  that  of 
the  stem  thermometer.  On  testing,  it  was  discovered  that  the  re- 
corder was  reading  high.  Adjustments  were  made  and  the  check 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 

All  other  samples  were  satisfactory. 

(b)  Sampled  for  Chemical  Analysis. 

10  samples  of  milk  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Milk  Re- 
gulations, which  requires  a minimum  of  3%  of  fat  and  8.5%  of 
solids  not  fat.  One  sample  was  fat  deficient  and  “appeal  to  the 
cow  ” samples  were  immediately  taken,  which  confirmed  the 
sample  was  in  fact  milk  as  it  left  the  cow.  The  producer  was  re- 
quested to  seek  advice  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  on  feeding  methods. 
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The  averages,  in  spite  of  the  one  poor  sample,  were  quite 
satisfactory. 

Fat  3.36%;  Solids  Not  Fat  8.66%;  Total  Solids  12.02%. 

Ice  Cream 

Throughout  the  Urban  area  there  are  102  premises 
registered  for  the  sale,  manufacture  or  storage  of  ice  cream.  Eight 
of  these  are  manufacturer/retailers. 

(a)  Sampled  for  Bacteriological  Analysis. 


51  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  the  results  are 
satisfactory,  but  not  up  to  last  year’s  standard. 


Year 

Grade  I Grade  II 

Grade  111 

Grade  IV 

Total 

1949 

12 

4 

4 

17 

37 

1950 

34 

17 

7 

8 

66 

1951 

36 

12 

4 

3 

55 

1952 

24 

13 

— 

4 

41 

1953 

31 

17 

— 

5 

53 

1954 

28 

5 

— 

2 

35 

1955 

20 

4 

2 

1 

27 

1956 

15 

4 

1 

1 

21 

1957 

29 

11 

6 

6 

57 

1958 

49 

3 

1 

— 

53 

1959 

(b) 

43 

For  Chemical  Analysis. 

5 

2 

1 

51 

9 samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  fat  content  and  all 
were  found  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  Food  Standards  (Ice 
Cream)  Order,  1953,  which  requires  a minimum  fat  content  of  5%. 


Other  Food  and  Drugs  Samples 

Some  117  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  during  the  year.  These  included  meat  and  fish  pro- 
ducts, dairy  products,  cereals,  jams,  jellies,  dried  fruits,  condiments 
and  vinegar,  spices,  and  5 samples  of  drugs  taken  from  local 
chemists  shops.  All  proved  to  be  genuine. 

Complaints  and  Prosecutions 

Considering  the  weather  during  the  summer  of  1959,  the 
number  of  food  complaints  received  by  the  Public  Health  Dept, 
during  that  period  were  very  few.  Very  detailed  investigation  is 
aiven  to  every  complaint  and  action  is  determined  accordingly, 
but  as  I have  said  before,  because  the  matter  is  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department,  it  does  not,  of  necessity,  mean  a pro- 
secution. In  practice,  it  is  very  rarely  possible  to  have  all  the  facts 
nicely  suited  for  a court  case  and  each  complaint  is  dealt  with 

on  merit. 
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The  following  are  complaints  received  : — 

Article  Nature  of  Complaint  Action  Taken 

(1)  Portion  of  a loaf  of  Contained  slight  mould  Inadequate  evidence, 

bread.  growth.  Retailer  warned. 

(2)  Portion  of  meat  Contents  mouldy.  Period  between  purchase 

pies.  and  discovery  too  long. 

Warning  to  Retailers. 

(3)  Orange  juice  bottle.  Alleged  dirty  condition  The  bottle  was  in  the 

of  inside  of  bottle.  charge  of  a child  of  8 

years  and  was  not  dis- 
covered to  be  dirty  for 
several  hours  after  empty- 
ing. 

Insufficient  evidence. 

Small  black  marks  on  Reported  to  Committee, 
inside  surface  of  a Warning  sent  to  Dairy 
bottle  of  milk. 

Alleged  to  contain  a Complainant  unsure  jf 
small  piece  of  wire,  facts.  Insufficient  evidence 

to  sustain  prosecution. 

One  prosecution  took  place  during  the  year  and  was  heard  at 
Pentonville  Police  Court,  Newport.  The  case  was  one  of  an  alleged 
dirty  milk  bottle  and  a summons  was  taken  against  the  firm  con- 
cerned under  Regulation  26  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations,  1959.  A plea  of  Not  Guilty  was  submitted,  but  was 
changed  to  Guilty  during  the  hearings.  The  Magistrates  fined  them 
£10  with  £5-5-0  costs. 


(4)  Dirty  milk  bottle. 

(5)  A part  loaf  of 
bread. 


Unsound  Food 

The  following  goods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Meat  (From  Shops) 

Tinned  meat  of  all  kinds  . . 

Fish 

Tinned  Fish 

Tinned  Fruit 

Tinned  Milk  and  Cream  . . 
Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods 
Miscellaneous  Groceries  . . 
Bacon 

Total  . . 

All  this  unsound  food  was 
of  the  General  Assistant  at  the 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

- 

2 

97 

13 

- 

8 

53 

11 

- 

1 

31 

8 

- 

- 

28 

10 

- 

5 

70 

14 

1 

15 

10 

6 

91 

11 

- 

1 

101 

10 

- 

1 

44 

0 

1 9 87  7 


disposed  of  under  the  supervision 
Albion  Road  incinerator. 
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Meat  Inspection 


The  following  is  a summary  from  the  records  of  meat  inspected 
at  the  two  private  slaughterhouses,  and  the  amounts  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

or 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

Number  killed 

680 

10 

13 

9,199 

2,532 

12,434 

Number  inspected 

680 

10 

13 

9,199 

2,532 

— 

12,434 

All  Diseases  except 
T.B.  and  Cyst. . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Whole  Carcases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Part  Carcases  or 
Organ  condemned 

102 

602 

157 

_ 

861 

% affected 

15% 

1 

6.5% 

6.2% 

6.9% 

T.B.  Only: 

Whole  Carcase  . . 

Part  Carcase  or 
Organ 

_ 

24 



24 

% affected 

' 

“ 

0.9% 

0.19% 

Cysticerus  : 

Part  Carcase  or 
Organ  affected  . . 

Carcases  treated 
by  refrigeration  . . 









— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and 
Totally  c’demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


During  the  year  478  complaints  were  received  at  the  Public 
Health  Department,  and  the  work  of  the  Inspectors  may  be  sum- 
marized as  follows  : 


Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises  (visits  paid) : 

Bakehouses 

Butchers’  Shops  

Cafes  

Confectioners 

Dairies  and  Pasteurising  Plants  ’’ 

Fish  Shops  

Food  Complaints  

Food  & Drug  (Chemical  & Bacteriological)  Samples 

Grocers’  Shops 

Greengrocers’  Shops  ’ ’ 

Ice  Cream  Dealers’ & Ice  Cream  Manufacturers’  Premises 

Mobile  Shops  (Hawkers)  

Canteens 

Slaughterhouses  

Miscellaneous  Visits  

Market  Stalls 


24 

50 

17 

13 
19 

8 

18 
415 

77 

14 
42 
14 

8 

630 

151 
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Housing  (visits  paid) : 

Slum  Clearance  Inspections 
Environmental  & Overcrowding  Enquiries 
Sanitary  Fittings  & Structural  Defects  ... 

Water  Supply  and  Pipes  * 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  (Re-inspections,  etc  ) 
Improvement  Grants 

General  Sanitation  (visits  paid) : 

Accumulations  

Atmosphere  Pollution  (Smoke  Complaints  and 

Observations)  

Caravans,  Playgrounds,  etc. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  ... 

Keeping  of  Animals,  Birds,  etc. 

Insect  Pests  

Public  House  Urinals  ’ ” ’ ’ ’ " ‘ 

Public  Conveniences 
Public  Houses 
Refuse  Tips  ... 

Rodent  & Vermin  Infestation 

Unclean  Premises 

Water  Supplies  (Sampling,  etc.) 

Watercourses 


416 

165 

248 

27 

1,292 

70 


71 

119 

219 

466 

19 

75 

23 

37 

23 

50 

50 

35 

123 

26 
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Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  (Re-inspections,  etc.)  ...  310 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers  50 

Factories  and  Outworker  (visits  paid)  ...  ...  ...  170 

Pet  Animal  Act  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Shops  Act  Inspections  121 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  (Samples)  ...  3 


TOTAL  ...  5,760 


METEOROLOGICAL  RECORDS 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Parks,  Cemetery  and  Allotments 
Superintendent,  Mr.  W.  R.  Dadge,  for  the  following  information 
which  was  recorded  during  1959  at  Panteg  Cemetery. 

The  following  table  summarises  these  records. 


Month 

Rainfall 

in 

inches 

Number 
of  rain 
days  per 
month 

Highest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

Lowest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

January 

7.73 

16 

50 

21 

February  . . 

.38 

4 

60 

23 

March 

5.34 

18 

61 

32 

April 

5.15 

18 

67 

34 

May . . 

2.33 

10 

79 

33 

June. . 

1.97 

15 

83 

40 

July 

5.75 

10 

90 

45 

August 

2.67 

5 

84 

42 

September  . . 

.15 

2 

85 

32 

October 

4.31 

15 

79 

37 

November  . . 

8.53 

19 

67 

28 

December  . . 

14.45 

26 

51 

31 

Total  rainfall  for  1959  = 58.76  inches. 

Total  number  of  rain  days  for  the  year  = 158. 


The  rainfall  for  the  previous  years  was  as  follows: — 


1951 

59.85  inches 

1952 

..  51.07 

1953 

. . 47.23  „ 

1954 

. . 63.34 

1955 

..  51.17  „ 

1956 

. . 42.99 

1957 

. . 52.34  „ 

1958 

. . 56.96 

Highest  temperature  for 

1959 

..  90°  F. 

Lowest  temperature  for  1959 

..  21°  F. 
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